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SUBJECT: EGYPTIAN AMBASSADOR'S REACTION TO PRESENTATION 
OF PROPOSED AIRCRAFT SALES 
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1 . EGYPTIAN AMBASSADOR GHORBAL CALLED ON ASSISTANT SECRE- 
TARY SAUNDERS APRIL 28. SINCE FORMAL PROPOSALS RE AIRCRAFT 
SALES THEN BEING SENT TO THE HILL, MAJOR PART OF DISCUSSION 
FOCUSED ON THAT SUBJECT. 

2. GHORBAL EXPRESSED DEEP CONCERN OVER WHAT HE PERCEIVED 
TO BE A "BACKING OFF" BY ADMINISTRATION ON COMMITMENT TO 
SALES. SAUNDERS REASSURED HIM THAT THIS WAS NOT SO, AND 
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THAT ADMINISTRATION REMAINS FIRMLY COMMITTED TO EACH OF 
THE FOUR PROPOSED SALES. LETTER TO SENATOR CHURCH (STATE 
109614) WAS AN EFFORT TO OVERCOME SENSITIVE PROCEDURAL 
ISSUE CONCERNING CONGRESSIONAL PREROGATIVES. INCREASINGLY 
OVER PAST FEW DAYS, MATTER OF WHETHER OR NOT CONGRESS IS 
ENTITLED TO EXAMINE EACH SALE SEPARATELY ON ITS OWN MERITS 
HAD THREATENED TO BECOME AN ISSUE WITH A LIFE OF ITS OWN, 
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DETRACTING FROM MORE RELEVANT FACTORS WHICH SHOULD BE FOCUS 
FOR CONGRESSIONAL CONSIDERATIONS. ACCORDINGLY, ADMINISTRA- 
TION HAD MADE DECISION TO DEFUSE THAT ISSUE BY MAKING CLEAR 

THAT CONGRESS INDEED HAS RESPONSIBILITY TO CONSIDER 
SEPARATE PROPOSALS. ALTHOUGH CHURCH LETTER MIGHT BE 
INTERPRETED BY MEDIA AS ALTERING "PACKAGE" CONCEPT, FACT 
IS THAT PRESIDENT WILL RESERVE IUDGMENT ON HOW TO PROCEED 
AFTER CONGRESS HAS COMPLETED DELIBERATIONS ON PROPOSED 
SALES. ADMINISTRATION HAS MADE CLEAR THAT IN ADDITION TO 
REVIEW OF INDIVIDUAL PROPOSED SALES, CONGRESS SHOULD 
CONSIDER HOW FOUR SALES RELATE TO EACH OTHER AND TO 
OVERALL SITUATION IN THE AREA. 

3. GHORBAL REPEATEDLY RETURNED TO CONTENTION THAT MANNER 
IN WHICH PROPOSALS SENT FORWARD WILL BE INTERPRETED AS A 
SOFTENING OF PREVIOUS ADMINISTRATION DETERMINATION TO 
WITHDRAW ALL PROPOSED SALES IF ANY ONE OF THEM REJECTED. 

HE OPINED THAT "CHANGE" IN OUR POSITION WOULD BE INTER- 
PRETED AS RESULT OF DAYAN S PRESENCE IN U.S. 

4. SAUNDERS, NOTING GHORBAL'S DETAILED KNOWLEDGE OF 
WASHINGTON POLITICS, EXPRESSED HOPE THAT EGYPTIAN AMBAS- 
SADOR WOULD ENCOURAGE HIS ARAB COLLEAGUES TO TAKE REASONED 
VIEW OF ADMINISTRATION S OBJECTIVES IN MANNER IN WHICH 
PROPOSED SALES PRESENTED TO CONGRESS. GHORBAL UNDERSTOOD 
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ISSUE AND IMPLICATIONS, BUT LEFT IN RATHER GLOOMY MOOD 
CONCERNING PROSPECTS OF TACTICS WHICH MIGHT BE EMPLOYED 
BY THOSE WHO OPPOSE SALES, PARTICULARLY RE SAUDI ARABIA 
AIRCRAFT (HE WAS LESS CONCERNED ABOUT F-5 SALE TO EGYPT, 

BASED IN PART ON HIS OWN EXTENSIVE EFFORTS ON HILL.) 

5. WE APPRECIATE MANNER IN WHICH YOU BROACHED SUBJECT WITH 
MUBARAK (REFTEL). OBVIOUSLY, BOTH HERE AND IN CAIRO WE 
WILL HAVE TO MAKE CONTINUING EFFORTS TO KEEP EGYPTIANS 
FROM REACTING NEGATIVELY TO EACH CONGRESSIONAL MANEUVER OR 
CRITICISM RE PROPOSED SALES TO ARABS. 
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